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A Call for Submissions

Tolerance Minnesota, a program of the 

Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC),

is seeking submissions for the

2012 Holocaust Essay Contest
All nominations must be postmarked by January 10, 2012.
THE 2012 TOPIC IS:

Legalized Hate: 
effects of labeling a group as “other”…
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The trip and essay contest are generously supported by: Tankenoff Families Foundation     and Kelen Family Foundation at the JCRC; and the Dr. A.L .and and Rose Greenberg Fund at the United Jewish Fund and Council of St. Paul.
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2012 Holocaust Essay Contest Topic:

Legalized Hate: 

effects of labeling a group as “other”…
While it classified Jews as the priority “enemy,” the Nazi ideological concept of race targeted other groups for persecution, imprisonment, and annihilation, including Roma (Gypsies), people with disabilities, Poles, Soviet prisoners of war, and Afro-Germans. The Nazis also identified political dissidents, Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals, and so-called asocials as enemies and security risks either because they consciously opposed the Nazi regime or some aspect of their behavior did not fit Nazi perceptions of social norms. They sought to eliminate domestic non-conformists and so-called racial threats through a perpetual self-purge of German society. 
The Nazis believed that superior races had not just the right but the obligation to subdue and even exterminate inferior ones. They believed that this struggle of races was consistent with the law of nature. The Nazis pursued a strategic vision of a dominant German race ruling subject peoples, especially the Slavs and the so-called Asiatics (by which they meant the peoples of Soviet Central Asia and the Muslim populations of the Caucasus region), whom they judged to be innately inferior. For purposes of propaganda, the Nazis often framed this strategic vision in terms of a crusade to save western civilization from these “eastern” or “Asiatic” barbarians and their Jewish leaders and organizers. 




     - 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE REGISTRATION FORM AND POSTMARKED BY JANUARY 10, 2012
Rules and Regulations or the 2012 
Dr. A.L. and Rose Greenberg Holocaust Essay contest
Essay question:
Within your essay please address the following:

· What was the difference between the persecution of the Jews and the persecution of other groups classified by the Nazis as enemies of the Third Reich? 
· How did the Nazis set the stage for hate to flourish and what steps did they put in place to secure its progression?
· What long lasting effects did the persecution of a particular group have; What has this led to? (ie: stereotypes, typecasts, historical labels…)
· What is the effect of labeling on the people being labeled and on the people doing the labeling?
Guidelines:

· All students grades 7 - 12 are eligible to enter

· Essay should be 4 - 6 pages

· Type/print and double space each page

· Use 12 point type only and number each page
· Bibliography must be included as an addition to the essay

Prizes:

The Grand Prize winner and his or her teacher* will receive an all expenses paid trip to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C. with the JCRC on February 28, 2012 (trip subject to change or cancellation).

*if teacher is not available, a parent or guardian is acceptable

Criteria for judging essays:

Content:
Does the entry attempt to answer the contest questions?

Historical Accuracy and Interpretation:
Is the entry historically accurate?

Does the entry provide analysis and interpretation rather than just a retelling of historical events?

Originality, Creativity, and Presentation:

Is the entry organized and well presented?

Is the written material clear and grammatically correct?
Does the entry reflect the student’s understanding and original perspective in dealing with the subject matter?
All entries are the property of Tolerance Minnesota, a program of the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC), and will not be returned. Participants in the contest thereby grant the JCRC permission to publish the winning entries on our web site and other publications. Photo reproductions of the winning entries may also be made available to the news media. In the case that the JCRC is not able to run the USHMM trip, of whatever reason, the JCRC will be released from any obligation to offer a trip to the essay contest winner. 
Resources:

The following are a list of books, web sites and organizations that can help you with research on the topic. Make sure to site your sources in your work.

Nazi persecution of minority groups:

· The Other Holocaust   written by Bohdan Wytwycky

· The Other Victims: First-Person Stories of Non-Jews Persecuted by the Nazis  written by Ina R. Friedman

· The Forgotten Victims of the Holocaust  written by Linda Jacobs Altman

· A Mosaic of Victims: Non-Jews Persecuted and Murdered by the Nazis  written by Michael Berenbaum

· The Origins of Nazi Genocide: From Euthanasia to the Final Solution written by Henry Friedlander

· Unequal Victims: Poles and Jews During World War Two written by Israel Gutman and Shmuel Krakowski

· Murderous Science: Elimination by Scientific Selection of Jews, Gypsies, and Others in Germany, 1933-1945 written by Benno Müller-Hill
Nazi persecution of people of African descent:

· Destined to Witness: Growing Up Black in Nazi Germany  written by Hans J. Massaquoi

· Hitler's Black Victims: The Historical Experiences of European Blacks, Africans and 
· African Americans During the Nazi Era written by Clarence Lusane

Nazi persecution of Poles:

http://www.ushmm.org/education/resource/poles/poles.php
http://holocaustviolence.com/holocaust_6.html
Nazi persecution of Sinti and Roma (“Gypsies”):

· The Nazi Persecution of the Gypsie  written by Guenter Lewy

http://www.ushmm.org/education/resource/roma/roma.php
http://holocaustviolence.com/holocaust_6.html
Nazi persecution of Homosexuals:

· The Pink Triangle: The Nazi War Against Homosexuals written by Richard Plant

· The Men with the Pink Triangle: The True Life-and-Death Story of Homosexuals in the Nazi Death Camps written by Heinz Heger

· An Underground Life: Memoirs of a Gay Jew in Nazi Berlin (Living Out: Gay and Lesbian Autobiographies) written by Gad Beck

· Hidden Holocaust: Gay and Lesbian Persecution in Germany, 1933-45 written by Günter Grau
http://www.ushmm.org/education/resource/hms/homosx.php
http://constitutionalistnc.tripod.com/hitler-leftist/id12.html
http://www.modernhistoryproject.org/mhp/ArticleDisplay.php?Article=PinkSwastika
http://www.teachersparadise.com/ency/en/wikipedia/h/ho/homosexuals_in_nazi_germany.html
Nazi persecution of Jehovah Witnesses:

· Facing The Lion: Memoirs of a Young Girl in Nazi Europe written by Simone Arnold Liebster

· Persecution and Resistance of Jehovah's Witnesses During the Nazi Regime: 1933-1945 written by Hans Hesse

http://www.ushmm.org/education/resource/jehovahs/jehovahsw.php
Nazi persecution of people with disabilities:

· Forgotten Crimes:  The  Holocaust and People with Disabilities written by Suzanne E. Evans

http://www.ushmm.org/education/resource/handic/handicapped.php
http://www.dralegal.org/publications/forgotten_crimes.php
http://holocaustviolence.com/holocaust_6.html
Additional sources:

www.ushmm.org
http://www.holocaustforgotten.com/non-jewishvictims.htm
http://www.holocaust-history.org/short-essays/paper-topics.shtml
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/interwar/miller.htm
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE REGISTRATION FORM AND POSTMARKED BY JANUARY 10, 2012
The 2012 Dr. A.L. and Rose Greenberg

Essay Contest Entry Form

Please type or print. Make sure entry form is complete before mailing. 

Mail this form with your contest entry to: 

Tolerance Minnesota

Holocaust Essay Contest

Attn: Susie Greenberg

12 N. 12th St.,  Suite #480

Mpls., MN 55403
Phone: 612.338.7816

Fax: 612.349.6569

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JANUARY 10, 2012.
Grade Level (circle one): 7  8  9  10  11  12

Contestant name______________________________________________________________

Title of entry_________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip code____________________________________________________________

Phone number________________________________________________________________

Student email address__________________________________________________________

Teacher’s name_______________________________________________________________

Teacher’s email address________________________________________________________

School______________________________________________________________________

School address________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip code____________________________________________________________
School phone_________________________________________________________________

I have read and understand the rules and regulations for this contest and understand that all entries remain the property of the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) and cannot be returned. By my participation in the contest, I grant the JCRC permission to publish winning entries in brochures, flyers, publications, and exhibitions. Photo reproductions of the winning entries may also be made available to the news media. I may also be asked to submit an article about my experience at the Museum or be interviewed by the JCRC staff or media. The trip will take place February 28, 2012. There are no substitute dates for travel.

Contestant signature/Date_________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature/Date_______________________________________________________________________






